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“There shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own [desires]
... saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell

asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.”
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—2 Peter 3:34
Whatever Happened to Heaven?

Hunt— More than two decades after the original printing
of this book, Dave Hunt’s insights are clearer than ever!
During the 1970s when The Late, Great Planet Earth
was outselling everything, the Rapture was the hot topic.
Pastors preached about heaven, and Christians eagerly
anticipated being taken up at any moment to meet their
Lord in the air. When Christ didn’t return, and the 40
years since the establishment of a new Israel in 1948
expired without the fulfillment of prophesied events,
disillusionment began to set in. Today, a growing number
of Christians are exchanging the hope of the Rapture for
a “new” hope—that Christians can clean up society and
elect their own candidates to political office to make this
world a “heaven on earth.” Bestselling author Dave Hunt
probes the question “Whatever happened to heaven?”

thoroughly and provides an easily understandable explanation of all the many issues
and beliefs. Hunt shows us that heaven really is our home and brings fascinating new
clarity to why we lost that hope and how it can be regained. The Berean Call, 327 pp.
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ABOUT THE BEREAN CALL

Seven years after publication of the controversial ground-breaking bestseller The Seduction of
Christianity in 1985, its authors, Dave Hunt and T. A. McMahon, joined forces on another front.
They began a ministry for the purpose of encouraging spiritual discernment among those who
regarded themselves not just as “evangelicals” but as biblical Christians. The primary vehicle for
this endeavor was through the publication of the newsletter The Berean Call. The ministry and
newsletter name is taken from Acts 17:11, in which the writer of Acts commended those in the
synagogue of the Greek city of Berea for being more fair minded than those in Thessalonica—
because not only were they eager to receive the Word, but the Bereans also checked it against
what the Apostle Paul taught them in order to see if his teaching was according to the Scriptures.
Through the publishing and multimedia efforts of The Berean Call (TBC) believers are exhorted
to get back into the Word of God instead of being “carried about by every wind of doctrine,” and

are equipped with materials to help them walk in the truth. TBC's stated mission is to:

ALERT believers in Christ to unbiblical teachings and practices impacting the church

EXHORT believers to give greater heed to biblical discernment and truth regarding
teachings and practices being currently promoted in the church

SUPPLY believers with teaching, information, and materials that will encourage the
love of God'’s truth, and assist in the development of biblical discernment

MOBILIZE believers in Christ to action in obedience to the scriptural command to
“earnestly contend for the faith” (Jude 3)

IMPACT the church of Jesus Christ with the necessity for trusting the Scriptures as the
only rule for faith, practice, and a life pleasing to God
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Is Your Eschatology
Showing?
T A. McMahon

When I became a believer, the most
popular Christian book of the day was
The Late Great Planet Earth, written by
Hal Lindsey. It stimulated a great deal of
interest in biblical prophecy and, in par-
ticular, in the doctrine of the Rapture of
the church. Prophecy and the Rapture were
two theological concepts that were foreign
to someone like me, who had been raised
in the Roman Catholic Church. I couldn’t
figure out what either one of them was about
or what they had to do with Christianity.

As I grew in my understanding of the
Scriptures, however, I began to get very
excited about both doctrines. The idea that
Jesus could be coming back at any time
to take me to heaven to be with Him was
indeed a blessed hope (Titus 2:12-13). Yet only
a few years later I noticed that some of my
evangelical friends (and just Christians in
general) didn’t share my excitement—or
at least the interest in it seemed to be on
the wane.

Enthusiasm appeared to be fading into
a blasé attitude regarding the imminent
return of Jesus for His bride. Great expecta-
tion wilted to a posture of semi-confusion:
“He could be returning prior to the Great
Tribulation,” or “He may come back for
us midway through the Tribulation,” or
“perhaps at the end of the Tribulation.” To
keep it from becoming a debate issue among
evangelicals, some called themselves
“pan-tribbers,” meaning pre-trib, mid-trib,
post-trib—whatever panned out would be
fine with them.

A number of things contributed to that
attitude. It was recognized that the timing
of the Rapture was not a doctrine that was
essential for salvation, nor was a belief in
it critical. It would take place for those who
were truly born again—whether or not they
believed that it would, and no matter when
they believed it would take place. Thus the
feeling among many grew that it was no big
deal what one believed.

Some were also intimidated by the rise
of anti-Rapture teachers, who were quite
militant and aggressive in their attempts to
prove that the doctrine wasn’t in the Bible
or even that it was heretical. The problem
with these objections is that they reflect the
thinking of men rather than the teaching

DAVE HUNT, FOUNDER -

of God, something that is always a recipe
for serious problems (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25).
This also raises a question (which for most
evangelicals didn’t seem relevant 30 years
ago but today begs an answer) that is quite
significant: Is your eschatology showing?

Eschatology is the study of what the
Bible teaches about the End Times. It
considers the events that will take place
related to the Second Coming of Jesus
Christ: what will precede His return, what
will happen during His return, and what
takes place following His coming back to
earth. Obviously, since He hasn’t returned
yet (though some would dispute that), all
of the related teachings make up biblical
prophecy. So, eschatology has to do with
what the Scriptures teach prophetically
about the Last Days.

What, then, do I mean by asking, “Is your
eschatology showing?”

Scripture tells us that the just (i.e., justi-
fied believers) shall live by faith (Habakkuk
2:4, Romans 1:7, Galatians 3:1, Hebrews 10:38). This
means that what we believe must be lived
out in order for our lives to be fruitful and
pleasing to the Lord. If our understanding of
what the Word of God says will take place
in the future is not true to the Scriptures, our
activities based upon that misunderstand-
ing will be unfruitful and even spiritually
destructive. I have given some reasons
above why people avoid eschatological
issues, to which I could add that some
regard them as foo far in the future to be
of any practical concern or value in their
lifetime. That’s never been the case, and the
practical realities of eschatological beliefs
are becoming more evident every day.

The most prevalent eschatological teach-
ings in church history are Premillennialism
and Amillennialism. Premillennialism is the
belief that Jesus Christ will return to earth
in an event known as the Second Com-
ing, which will be at the beginning of His
thousand-year reign from Jerusalem. Then
there is Amillennialism. Amillennialists do
not believe in a literal thousand-year reign
of Jesus on the earth; rather, He is said to
have taken dominion over the earth right
after His resurrection and now rules from
heaven.

A somewhat related view is that of Post-
millennialism, which declares that Christ’s
Second Coming will take place following
His figurative millennial reign from heaven.

Is the eschatological view of Amillen-
nialism showing? Yes, and it has been for
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millennia, starting back in the fourth century.
Augustine, the chief architect of the major
dogmas of the Roman Catholic Church, is
credited with introducing Amillennialism in
his book The City of God.

To maintain some semblance of biblical
veracity, Amillennialists must spiritualize
nearly all of the prophetic scriptures related
to Israel and the Millennium because a lit-
eral interpretation completely contradicts
their eschatology. Spiritualizing is a process
of interpretation that disregards the plain
sense of the text in order to ascertain a
“higher” meaning, especially one that rein-
forces one’s doctrinal bias. That approach
to interpreting the Word of God, however,
has had terribly destructive consequences.
For example, the prophetic scriptures that
refer to Israel have been spiritualized by
Anmillennialists to apply to the church. That
false doctrine is known as replacement the-
ology, although in replacing Israel with the
church, those who teach such things major
on the blessings and rarely if ever apply
to the church the curses directed at Israel.

Roman Catholicism started the Amil-
lennial ball rolling, and it was continued
by the Reformers such as Martin Luther
and John Calvin, with the difference, of
course, being their belief that the Protestant
church rather than the Church of Rome had
replaced Isracl. Among its other problems,
replacement theology has been instrumen-
tal in sowing the seeds of anti-Semitism
within Christendom. The Catholic Church
published more than 100 anti-Semitic
documents between the sixth and twentieth
centuries (see 4 Woman Rides the Beast).

Luther, in particular, exemplified anti-
Semitism among the reformers. The vicious
diatribes in his writings such as On the
Jews and Their Lies, although not based
solely on his Amillennialism, were certainly
dependent on it.

Calvin’s Amillennialism was the basis
for his attempt to create a Christian utopia
in the city of Geneva, which he controlled.
In the sixteenth and seventeenth centu-
ries, Amillennialism was the breeding
ground for Preterism. During the counter-
reformation, Jesuit priest Luis de Alcasar
interpreted the prophecies of the Book of
Revelation as having already been fulfilled
in the first century A.D. It wasn’t until the
early eighteenth century, however, that Pret-
erism, the belief that most, if not all, biblical
prophecies have been fulfilled, began to be
espoused by Protestants.
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That, of course, was then—but what
about today? Amillennialism is the most
common eschatological belief among pro-
fessing Christians. It is the view of Roman
Catholics, Greek and Russian Orthodox
churches, Lutherans, Presbyterians, Angli-
cans, Episcopalians, the Church of Christ,
some Independent Baptists, and most
Calvinists (with some notable exceptions).
In the last quarter-century Amillennialism
has spawned Christian Reconstructionism/
Theonomy, a latter-day attempt similar to
Calvin’s failed experiment to set up the
“City of God” in Geneva.

The goal today, however, is far more
ambitious as it seeks to take dominion
over the world. The Reconstructionists,
a.k.a. Theonomists, are all about setting
up the Kingdom of God on earth through
the implementation of the Old and New
Testament laws and principles. An offshoot
of Reconstructionism is the Coalition On
Revival, or COR. This is a movement that
made some headway in the decade of the
’90s through the support of leading evan-
gelicals and through the political activism
of the religious right.

Its strategy is to make the Christian
worldview dominant in all “spheres of soci-
ety”: education, science, politics, the arts,
the military, and so forth. As the name more
than implies, the eschatology of COR, or
Coalition on Revival, is focused on bringing
about worldwide revival, something that
most Christians would find favorable. That
may be the reason that some highly visible
evangelical leaders who do not hold to an
Amillennial theology—or its offspring—
signed the original COR Manifesto. As one
might expect, the Coalition On Revival is
decidedly anti-Prophecy and anti-Rapture.
The biblical doctrines of Prophecy and the
Rapture do not support the agendas or goals
of the Amillennial-driven COR proponents.

Though Christian Reconstructionism and
the Coalition On Revival seem to be past
their heyday of influence within Christen-
dom, they are regarded by some as nothing
more than a passing trend. I disagree. Trends
such as the Manifest Sons of God, the Shep-
herding Movement, the Word/Faith teach-
ings, the Church Growth trend, the Emerging
Church Movement, and so on and so forth,
come in waves much like an ocean wave,
which approaches the beach, crests, and then
crashes upon the sand, dumping whatever
debris it carries. What’s deposited by the
wave sometimes sticks in the sand, while
other flotsam disappears back out to sea.
That’s the way it is with unbiblical teachings
and trends that have attracted large numbers
of Christians throughout church history.

The Kingdom-dominionism of the Lat-
ter-rain, Manifest Sons of God movement

that I mentioned earlier is a classic example.
It started in Canada in the mid-1940s, and
has ebbed and flowed throughout Chris-
tendom, particularly among Pentecostals
and Charismatics. You can see its heretical
teachings reflected today in so-called spiri-
tual revivals and movements such as the
Toronto Blessing, the Brownsville Revival,
the Kansas City Prophets, the International
House of Prayer (IHOP), and the New
Apostolic Reformation.

Christian Reconstructionism influences
and Coalition On Revival concepts are also
making a modest yet effective return. There
is a high-quality apologetics series produced
by Focus on the Family titled The Truth
Project (see TBC 9/11) that has been capturing
the hearts and minds of young-adult evan-
gelicals throughout the country. Significant
doctrinal problems arise, however, because
amajor “scriptural worldview” of the series,
albeit unstated, is Amillennialism. Some of
the key teachers are Calvinists. Reconstruc-
tionism is never mentioned; nevertheless,
the central teachings of Reconstructionism
and Theonomy are apparent.

Scripture clearly rejects Amillennialism.
The Bible foretells that the imminent
Rapture of the church, the Great Tribulation,
the Second Coming, the Millennial Reign
of Christ, the Dissolving of Our Present
Heavens and Earth, and the Creating of
a New Heaven and New Earth, will all
take place, in that order. That prophetic
biblical scenario, however, does not fit with
Amillennialism (or Postmillennialism) or
any of the other attempts to usher in the
Kingdom of God (See Whatever Happened to
Heaven? Resource Pages).

The true scriptural view is that the bibli-
cal events that I just listed will literally take
place and need to be considered in regard to
any plans or agendas of men or ministries.
We should not expect worldwide revival
or a global Christian transformation—not,
that is, until the Millennial reign of Jesus
Christ, because the Bible declares that the
Last Days will be characterized by great
spiritual deception in the world and apos-
tasy in the church. Does that mean that we
should bail out on the world? No. But there
is no scriptural basis for believing that the
world will be or can be transformed through
biblical law or biblical principles.

It should be apparent that one’s Amillen-
nial beliefs have practical consequences for
anyone who lives those doctrines out in his
life. However, the same is true for those who
claim to be Premillennialists, who believe
that Jesus must return in order to begin His
literal one-thousand-year reign on this earth.

What does the Bible say regarding the
living out of a Premillennial eschatology?
First of all, the doctrine is characterized

primarily as a believer’s “blessed hope™:
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:12-13). Verse
12 indicates what our lives should be like
as we are “looking for that blessed hope”:
“Teaching us that, denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present
world;” John, the beloved, and likely the
last of the apostles to go to be with Jesus,
gives us this exhortation, which no doubt
he himself lived out: “Beloved, now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for
we shall see him as he is. And every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself,
even as he is pure” (1 John 3:2-3).

Jesus said, “If a man love me, he will
keep my words” (John 14:23). And in Luke
6:46, Jesus posed this question: “And why
call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the
things which I say?” We need to examine
ourselves to see if we are in the faith, once
and for all delivered unto the saints.

Paul wasn’t simply passing on some plat-
itudes or a take-it-or-leave-it suggestion to
young Timothy when he wrote, “But thou, O
man of God, flee [sinful] things; and follow
after righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
patience, meekness. Fight the good fight
of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto
thou art also called, and hast professed a
good profession before many witnesses. |
give thee charge in the sight of God...that
thou keep this commandment without spot,
unrebukeable, until the appearing of our
Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Timothy 6:11-14).

Our lives need to reflect what Paul wrote
as we look forward to Christ’s appearing. To
that John adds, ““...abide in him; that, when
he shall appear, we may have confidence,
and not be ashamed before him at his com-
ing” (1 John 2:28). Peter not only wraps it up
for us, he mentions the difficulties involved
and then underscores where our hearts need
to be as we look forward to an event that
will be more exciting than anyone of us can
imagine. He declares, “Wherein ye greatly
rejoice, though now for a season, if need
be, ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations: That the trial of your faith,
being much more precious than of gold
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honour
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:
Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom,
though now ye see him not, yet believing,
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory: Receiving the end of your faith, even
the salvation of your souls” (1 Peter 1:6-9).

I hope and pray that our true biblical
eschatology is showing. Maranatha! TBC
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Second Corinthians 5:10 assures us, “We
must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that each one may receive the things
done in the body, according to what he has
done, whether good or bad.” Do you really
believe as a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ
that there will be a day on which you will
stand before His throne? We will each go
one-on-one with the God of this universe.
Can you imagine that? Do you think it will
matter on that day whether you told a very
lost and dying world about the only answer
for a soul—Jesus? Yes, it will. It will matter
whether you shared the most precious thing
you have with everyone you could.

Mark Cahill,
One Thing You Can’t Do in Heaven

Question: I just read about how Gover-
nor Perry’s prayer meeting got started.
[T had never]| heard of the New Apostolic
Reformation [NAR] but for the last two
years, I have seen and felt the need for
Christians to pray for the “church” to
come to repentance....I do not see or hear
any other “Christian Leaders” or shall I
say, “Berean” leaders, taking the stand
or sounding the trumpet in Zion. I was
blessed by seeing such a diverse group
of people coming together to call upon
the mighty Name of our Almighty God,
humbling themselves, fasting, repenting,
praying, asking God to have mercy on
our nation. If there was ever a time in
history that Christians should be com-
ing together and calling on God to have
mercy upon us, it is now!

REesponse: We couldn’t agree more regard-
ing the need to pray for the church and for
God’s mercy upon our country, especially
as we see the church drifting away from the
Scriptures and our country turning against
the God of the Bible and His truth. How-
ever, our prayers will be futile at best if we
are praying for something that is opposed to
God’s will, or with those whose objective is
contrary to what the Bible teaches.
Governor Perry of Texas is, wittingly
or unwittingly, participating in prayer with
those who have a false biblical eschatology.
The New Apostolic Reformation preaches
dominionism. They believe that Christians
must take control and establish dominion
over this world before Jesus can return to
this earth. It may be that Perry is ignorant
of the NAR objectives and thought it good
to pray for the well-being of our country
with those whom he considers Christians, or

his involvement may have been a political
move to garner Christian votes. We doubt
that he’s a part of the NAR movement, but
we don’t know.

Much of what passes for prayer these
days is an attempt to get God to do man’s
will and meet what many Christians believe
constitutes success. More often than not the
criteria is pragmatic and usually quantified
in terms of numbers. That’s not the biblical
way: for 120 years, Noah prayed, preached,
and warned of coming judgment, though
in the end only eight people took shelter in
the ark. According to Scripture, we are to
preach the gospel of God’s grace and bring
people to a saving knowledge of Christ.

More than 50 years ago, A.W. Tozer
wrote, “Pragmatism Goes to Church,” in
which he sarcastically stated, “It is useless to
plead for the human soul, to insist that what
aman can do is less important than what he
is. When there are wars to be won, forests to
be cleared, rivers to be harnessed, factories
to be built, planets to be visited, the quieter
claims of the human spirit are likely to go
unregarded. The spectacular drama of suc-
cessful deeds leaves the beholder breathless.
Deeds you can see. Factories, cities, high-
ways, rockets are there in plain sight, and
they got there by the practical application
of means to ends. So who cares about ideals
and character and morals? These things are
for poets, nice old ladies and philosophers.
Let’s get on with the job.”

You ask, where are the legitimate min-
istries (Berean leaders) who are taking a
stand for the Lord? They are individuals
who are seeded throughout society. The
Christian principles that influenced the
founding of this nation did not come via
“Christian activism” such as we’re seeing
today. On the contrary, it was the preaching
of'the gospel by Jonathan Edwards, George
Whitefield, the Wesleys, and others, that
was used by the Lord to redeem men and
women, whose transformed lives impacted
society in the Great Awakening.

Should a Christian participate in poli-
tics? As citizens of this nation, we can affect
its course to a certain extent by prayerfully
voting for the best candidate we can. As
citizens of heaven, we realize that the only
real hope for our nation lies with our Lord.
We may become partakers of a politician’s
deeds because of the effect that his deci-
sions and actions will have on our country.
When a nation falls into captivity due to its
evil behavior, all inhabitants are certainly
affected (Mt 5:45). Our responsibility is to
“preach the word; be instant in season, out
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
long-suffering and doctrine” (2 Tm 4:2).

QuesTioN: I have wondered about the
“Queen of Heaven” (Jeremiah 44) that

the people of Judah were burning incense
to. Who was this “Queen” they were
venerating? I wonder if they were putting
her ahead of God? [TBC: Attached to this
question was an article from a Catholic
apologist disavowing any connection to
Mary as the Queen of Heaven.]

Response: Catholic apologists point out
that the Jews (Jer 44) were worshiping a
pagan goddess, while the Catholic cat-
echism speaks of only venerating Mary.
Yet the veneration of Mary, according to the
Catholic Church, is termed hyperdulia. It is
a special veneration of Mary as the holiest
of creatures (merriam-webster.com/dictionary/
hyperdulia). Catholic apologists will insist
that no worship of Mary is performed,
though millions of Catholics believe the
apparition of Mary at Fatima who prom-
ised, “The soul which recommends itself
to Me by the recitation of the Rosary, shall
not perish” (Number 5 of “The 15 Promises of
Our Lady to Christians Who Recite the Rosary,” Our
Lady of Fatima Online). Consequently, millions
of Catholics are simultaneously praying to
and venerating Mary, something that should
only be accorded to deity.

Ignoring this, following the May 13,
1981, assassination attempt, Pope John Paul
11 was not praying to God or calling on the
name of Jesus during the ambulance ride.
Instead, he repeated over and over, “Mary,
my mother!” (James McCarthy, The Gospel
According to Rome, pp. 181-84; 199-200).

Though not “official” Catholic doctrine,
the Vatican declared Alfonsus de Liguori
(1696-1787) a “saint” and a “doctor of the
Church.” This founder of the Marianist
movement and author of The Glories of
Mary declared that that there is no salvation
outside of Mary (William Webster, The Church of
Rome at the Bar of History, p. 87). Catholic apolo-
gists would say that his views are extreme
and not representative of Catholic Church
teaching, yet Pope Pius IX said, “Our salva-
tion is based upon the holy Virgin...so that
if there is any hope and spiritual healing for
us, we receive it solely and uniquely from
her” (“The Encyclical of February 2, 1849, cited in
Donald G. Bloesch, Essentials of Evangelical Theol-
ogy, Vol. 1, page 196).

Although many Catholic apologists deny
that Mary is treated as deity, the Catholic
catechism states, “God has exalted Mary
in heavenly glory as Queen of Heaven and
earth” (Catechism 966). “She is to be praised
with special devotion” (Catechism 971, 2675).

We have reported on the move to make
Mary “Co-Redemptrix” with Christ. The
latest figures we have seen cite 550 bishops,
43 cardinals, and nearly 7 million ordinary
faithful from 157 countries in 6 continents
who have signed petitions urging the pope to
proclaim, as the Fifth Marian dogma, Mary
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as “Coredemptrix, Mediatrix and Advocate.”
(http://www.all-about-the-virgin-mary.com/coredemp-
trix.html). Though saying that this position
is not equal with deity, they nevertheless
admit that “Coredemptrix, therefore, literally
means ‘the woman who buys back with,””
clearly assigning Mary a role in redemp-
tion beyond simply being the mother of the
earthly Jesus (Ibid.). This echoes the Douay
(Catholic version of the Bible) translation
of Genesis 3:15, which reads, “I will put
enmities between thee and the woman, and
thy seed and her seed: ske shall crush thy
head, and thou shalt lie in wait for zer heel.”

It is instructive to consider the response
of Jesus when someone exalted His earthly
mother. Jesus replied, “Yea rather, blessed
are they that hear the word of God, and keep
it” (Lk 11:28).

QuEesTiON: You and your people are by
no means Bereans. You have taken away
very important truths of the Bible and
have replaced them with falsities. Let
me point out that “faith without works is
dead.” A dead faith will get you nothing
from the Lord. God is the “God of the liv-
ing and not the dead.” Eternal life is a gift
but requirements must be met, such as:
“Keep my commandments and live, saith
the Lord.” This is a requirement. Not by
faith alone is one saved but by keeping
God’s commandments. If anyone of us
wants eternal life we must “work” to
fulfill our part of the agreement. We are
saved by grace through faith. This grace
is not given to anyone who does not keep
our Lord’s commandments. Grace is
given to the obedient, not the rebellious.
We must “work to show ourselves to be
approved” just as Scripture says....The
Bereans knew the Scriptures. You teach
that faith is all one needs. Nowhere in
the Bible is this taught....I hope this has
helped you to see the light!

REesponse: We have addressed the question
of “faith vs. works” on a number of
occasions in past issues (see June 2010 TBC).
That a person can only be saved by faith and
not by works is both biblical and logical.
Scripture tells us that all have sinned and
that the penalty for sin is eternal separation
from God. Consequently, there are no
works that a person can do in order to pay
the debt of that never-ending penalty. Only
Jesus, who is God and the perfect Man,
could—and did—pay the eternal penalty
for everyone. The only way to receive the
forgiveness of one’s sins and Christ’s gift
of eternal life is by faith alone.

Some of the remarks in your letter clearly
show that the biblical concept of “grace” is
simply not understood. “Grace” has been
defined as “unmerited favor,” but what
does this mean? The testimony of Scripture

is unanimous in stating that nothing that
involves “work” will “earn” you salvation.

Yet, you say, “requirements must be
met....Not by faith alone is one saved but
by keeping God’s commandments.” What
are the commandments? The Lord gave
many more than the 10 Commandments.
Jesus spoke of “new commandments.”
How do you know you’ve kept all the
“requirements?”’

In blessed contrast, when the disciples
asked, “What shall we do, that we might
work the works of God?”, Jesus replied,
“This is the work of God, that ye believe
on him whom he hath sent.”

Again, the Scriptures unanimously pres-
ent the same message of the grace of God.
Going back to the passage in Numbers 21
concerning anyone bitten by “the serpent,”
we find that “whosoever” looked at the
serpent on the pole was saved.

The Israelites who died when bitten by the
serpent were receiving the just punishment
for their sin. There was nothing a person
could do—no anti-venom he could concoct,
no tourniquet he could apply, which might
otherwise save him. God, in “grace,” how-
ever, provided a remedy. Moses was told to
cast a brass serpent and place it upon a pole
that anyone who was bitten, when “he beheld
the serpent of brass, he lived” (Num 21:9).

The Lord Jesus utilizes this historical
example and likens Himself to the Ser-
pent on the pole, saying that “whosoever”
believes will be saved (Jn 3:14-15). Other than
to believe, where, indeed, is “our part” in
the agreement? What do the Scriptures say?
“But to him that worketh not...” (Rom 4:5).
“For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: Not of works, lest any man should
boast” (Eph 2:8-9). “Not by works of righ-
teousness which we have done, but accord-
ing to his mercy he saved us...” (Ti 3:5). Three
verses later, Paul instructs Titus to be careful
to “maintain good works. These...are good
and profitable to men” [our emphasis].

James 2:14-26 doesn’t say “not by faith
alone, but by works also.” On the contrary,
it says that works should follow faith: “I
will show thee my faith by my works” (Jas
2:18). Faith in the grace of God must come
first. This agrees with Ephesians 2:10: “For
we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works” [our emphasis.] If we
are truly saved by faith, there should be
visible works showing that our salvation
is real. Otherwise, “faith without works is
dead also” (Jas 2:26).

We would strongly urge you to go back
over the Scriptures that you have taken
out of context and see how the “light” you
believe to present is in reality a turning
away from the grace of God.

QuesTion: The “Christian Identity”
movement is huge in the United States.
It’s a “conservative” sway away from
Scripture. They are using Scripture to
say that the 10 “lost” tribes of Israel are
the “Aryan race,” though they don’t use
those words. They also state that racism is
acceptable. Could you please discuss this?

Response: The idea that Jews are not
“Jews” but are actually descendents of
Russian Khazars was answered in the
November 1992 and May 1996 issues of
the newsletter (See TBC Reprints).

Groups such as the Ku Klux Klan, the
neo-Nazis, and individuals like Timothy
McVeigh and the Atlanta Olympics bomber,
Eric Rudolph, share some common ideas
that reflect the small but growing influ-
ence from so-called Christian Identity. The
movement, or “Identity,” as it is known, has
no central doctrine, though a fundamental
beliefis that Europeans are the true descen-
dants of the Hebrews of the Bible. This
parallels the teaching of British Israelism.

Elements of Dominion theology (see 7BC
2/87,3/87) parallel teachings of Christian Iden-
tity. Kingdom/dominion or “reconstruction-
ism” can be traced back several centuries,
but its recent promotion comes from the Lat-
ter Rain, or Manifest Sons, movement that
began in 1948 in Canada. Its relationship to
the “positive-confession” and “discipleship”
movements is clearly established. By teach-
ing that we can get whatever we confess,
it’s a short step to confessing healing and
immortality and peace and prosperity and
salvation for the world. This is, in fact, where
the name “Manifest Sons” comes from: the
last-days overcomers must manifest total
victory over all foes in these bodies without
a resurrection, even over death.

Christian Identity “has concocted a
bizarre theological infrastructure to sup-
port a militant anti-semitic white suprema-
cism....According to the Christian Identity
[teaching], Adam was the progenitor of
the white race; only members of the white
race have a spirit: members of the lower
non-white races are the ‘beasts of the field’
of Genesis 1:24 and they only have a body
and soul but no spirit” (Schultz, “A Review of
Soldiers of God: White Supremacists and Their Holy
War for America,” August 1, 2003, http://vantiltool.
blogspot.com/2005/06/christian-identity-its-beliefs-
are.html).In stark contrast, the Lord says:
“Thus saith the Lorp, which giveth the sun
for a light by day, and the ordinances of the
moon and of the stars for a light by night,
which divideth the sea when the waves
thereof roar; The Lorp of hosts is his name:
If those ordinances depart from before me,
saith the Lorp, then the seed of Israel also
shall cease from being a nation before me
for ever (Jer 31:35-36).
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TBC NewsWatch

[RAN SIGNALS MIDDLE EAST “PEACE”

YNETNEWS.com, 8/30/2011: REeport: Is-
RAEL SENDS 2 WARSHIPS TO EGYPTIAN BORDER
[ExcerpTs|—Military sources say Israeli Navy
sent warships to maritime border with Egypt
following intelligence indicating...that an Is-
lamic Jihad terror cell has left the Gaza Strip
and intends to infiltrate Israel through Sinai....

The security situation in southern Israel
has been particularly tense following a series
of terror attacks that claimed the lives of eight
Israeli...[and] five Egyptian troops.... Israel and
Egypt agreed to increase the presence of Cairo
troops...[to] some 1,500 Egyptian soldiers de-
ployed across Sinai....

Meanwhile, Iran’s Press TV reported...that
Tehran has decided to dispatch the 15th fleet
[comprised of a submarine and several war-
ships] to the Red Sea. Iran’s Navy Command-
er...[said], “The presence of Iran’s army in the
high seas will convey the message of peace and
friendship to all countries.”

* %k ok

HAARETZ.com, 8/25/2011: AHMADINEJAD:
IRAN IS DETERMINED TO ERADICATE ISRAEL [EX-
CERPTS[—Iranian President Mahmoud Abh-
madinejad said that Iran was determined to
eradicate Israel, ISNA news agency reported
Thursday. “Iran believes that whoever is for
humanity should also be for eradicating the Zi-
onist regime (Israel) as symbol of suppression
and discrimination,” Ahmadinejad said in an
interview with a Lebanese television network,
carried by ISNA.

“Iran follows this issue (the eradication of
Israel) with determination and decisiveness
and will never ever withdraw from this stand-
point and policy,” the Iranian president added
in the interview with the Al-Manar network.

Ahmadinejad on Monday said that Iranians
and Muslim nations worldwide should hold
Qods rallies and show their willingness to dis-
pose of this “infectious tumor and this regime
full of rascality.”

* %k ok

DEBKA.com, 9/6/2011: IsraEL’s HomME FRONT
CHIEF’S DOSE OF REALITY FLUSTERS DEFENSE ES-
TABLISHMENT [EXCERPTS|—Home Front Com-
mander Maj. Gen. Eyal Eisenberg warned
Monday, Sept. 5 of the increasing peril of a
total Middle East war in the wake of the Arab
revolts and Israel’s rift with Turkey. His com-
ments shocked Israel’s policy-makers and de-
fense establishment out of their placidity. The
defense minister’s adviser Amos Gilead, hur-
riedly denied this prediction. “Israel’s security
situation has never been better,” he said insist-
ing “The Arab regimes around us are stable.”
DEBKAfile: The general’s wake-up call was
both apt and timely.

DEBKA.com, 9/5/2011: IRAN RUNS NUCLEAR
MISSILE PAYLOAD TESTS, MOVES ONTO 60 PC FUEL
ENRICHMENT [EXCERPTS[—Iran’s 20 percent en-
riched uranium production exceeds its needs.
DEBKAfile reports that this disclosure by
Iran’s atomic energy agency head Fereydoon
Abbas enables the program to move into the
production of 60 percent grade fuel, one step
before weapons grade. This progress plus the
relocation to an underground location near
Qom of accelerated enrichment brings forward
to the spring of 2012 the potential completion
of between two and four bombs and Tehran’s
ability to conduct a nuclear test.

CORRUPTING GOD'S CREATED ORDER

DAILYMAIL.co.uk, 7/25/2011: 150 HUMAN
ANIMAL HYBRIDS GROWN IN UK L4Bs—Scientists
have created more than 150 human-animal
hybrid embryos in British laboratories. The
hybrids have been produced secretively over
the past three years by researchers [allegedly]
looking into possible cures for a wide range
of diseases.

The revelation comes just a day after a
committee of scientists warned of a nightmare
‘Planet of the Apes’ scenario in which work
on human-animal creations goes too far. [One]
campaigner against the excesses of medical
research said he was disgusted that scientists
were ‘dabbling in the grotesque’.

Figures seen by the Daily Mail show that
155 ‘admixed’ embryos, containing both hu-
man and animal genetic material, have been
created since the introduction of the 2008 Hu-
man Fertilisation Embryology Act.

This legalised the creation of a variety of
hybrids, including an animal egg fertilised by a
human sperm; ‘cybrids’, in which a human nu-
cleus is implanted into an animal cell; and ‘chi-
meras’, in which human cells are mixed with
animal embryos.... Human-animal hybrids are
also created in other countries, many of which
have little or no regulation.

[TBC: The Chinese news agency, Xinhuanet,
picked up this story, but omitted the refer-
ence to scientists being disgusted at institu-
tions “dabbling in the grotesque.” Instead, the
Chinese media stated: “although the scientific
sensation has drawn controversy...this kind
of experiments [sic| are licensed in this coun-
try.” The Chinese article included still images
from the futuristic movie “Splice” depicting
both seductive and horrific human-animal hy-
brids. Admission of such experimentation also
provides fuel for speculation by some Bible
prophecy scholars concerning bizarre demon-
ic “hybrids” described in Revelation.]

“KINGDOM NOW"—OR PERSECUTION NOW?

WOMENSRIGHTSWITHOUTFRON-
TIERS.orG, 8/31/2011: PERSONAL PRISON
PREPARED FOR FORCED ABORTION OPPO-
~Nents—BIlind forced abortion opponent Chen
Guangcheng and his wife, Yuan Weijing, will

be transferred to a small prison built specifi-
cally for them, according to a Radio Free Asia
report. Activist He Peirong stated that the
couple will be forcibly removed from their
home and transferred to a building “which
basically amounts to a jail” so that authori-
ties can “keep tighter controls on them.” They
will be separated from their five-year-old
daughter in the move. Their young son, living
with relatives, was reportedly strip-searched
leaving the family home.

Reggie Littlejohn, President of Women’s
Rights Without Frontiers, decried this action.
“The Chinese Communist Party has already
beaten and tortured Chen and his wife, denied
them medical treatment, stolen their television,
phone, computer and books, and appears to be
slowly starving them to death. The couple is
constantly surrounded by 66 guards and mul-
tiple surveillance cameras tracking their every
move inside and outside their home. Why is
the CCP so threatened by a blind, sick, pen-
niless man that they have to build a personal
prison for him? They seek to make an example
of Chen, to demonstrate how they will punish
anyone who challenges their forced abortion
policies. But they are really making an exam-
ple of their own, shameful brutality.”

Bob Fu, President of China Aid, said “The
treatment of Chen Guangcheng and the torture
and disappearance of human rights lawyer Gao
Zhisheng, are unconscionable. These are not
the acts of a government that respects the rule
of law. Since the beginning of this year, the
CCP has launched an offensive against human
rights lawyers and activists, religious leaders,
house church Christians and even dissident art-
ists. We urge the release of those unjustly im-
prisoned, tortured and disappeared.”

Chen was arrested in 2006 for exposing
evidence that 130,000 forced abortions and
involuntary sterilizations were performed on
women in Linyi County, Shandong Province in
a single year.

[TBC: Pregnant mothers denied alternatives
to abortion. Children forcibly separated from
parents over religious and education rights.
Security agents touching children’s ‘private
parts’ while parents are ordered to helplessly
watch. Illegal search and seizure of homes
and businesses selling raw milk and organic
produce. Confiscation of business records
and computers without warrant. Destruction
of private property without remuneration.
Unarmed farmers and their families held
at gunpoint by militarized police in full riot
gear. 24/7 audio-visual and communications
surveillance in private homes, city streets, and
public buildings. Persecution of “dissidents”
who oppose the ruling party. Government
schools indoctrinating children with evolu-
tion, atheism, and sex “education.” Students,
professionals, and factory workers denied free
speech. Christianity banned from public plac-
es. Bible-believers arrested and persecuted. Is
this Red China, 19712 U.S.S.R., 19812 No—
these are all headlines in America, 2011. See
2Tim 3:1, 10-17, 1 Pt 4:12-19, Mt 5:38-48.]
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Hi Dave,

I just wanted to express my gratitude for
the work you have done in standing up for
the truth. You have awakened in me some-
thing long suppressed...to be more active in
my faith. Your books and their content are
a wealth of knowledge and encouragement.
I recently went through a tough time with
Calvinism, and it was your research and
passion and the grace of the Lord through
you that has directed me to the right path.
Thank you very much for making a stand
for people to read their Bible and get back
to Biblical truth and for encouraging the
daily reading of the Bible. Keep up the good
work. WB (email)

Dear TBC,

This month [May], I was blessed to see
the topic pertaining to the book Heaven is
for Real. 1 had recently been given a very
similar book (another best seller, ironically)
by a friend who highly recommended it.
Upon review, I decided that although the
story may be interesting and quaint, it was
certainly extra-biblical. Amidst my busy
schedule of home schooling mom and
assistant pastor’s wife, I had decided this
book just didn’t make the cut of something
that would edify me in spiritual growth
through Scripture. I appreciated the article,
as it confirmed that I was following the
discernment that the Lord gave, not just
being a “stick in the mud.” In retrospect, I
had a similar affirmation of receiving Godly
discernment after reading the article about
Glenn Beck. I had enjoyed listening to his
political commentary in the past but was
becoming increasingly concerned with his
spiritual dialogue. I am grateful for your
willingness to bring the light to the areas
that are often covered with shades of gray.
MC (MA)

Mpr. Hunt,

You came down pretty hard on the
Masonic order in your [March] Berean
Call. 1t is my understanding that the
Masonic order is a fraternal organization,
not a religious organization, even though
it does believe in God. You mentioned
that the Masonic order accepted all gods

without distinction; however, I have not
heard of a Mason being asked to accept the
teachings of the Hindu gods, Buddhism,
or any other so-called religious order. Mr.
Albert Pike’s reference to gods other than
the Christian’s God, in my opinion, alludes
to the fraternity’s worldwide membership,
which may include people from other
beliefs; however, it does not mean that
Masons who are Christian have to embrace
those religions in any shape, form, or
fashion. They are free to honor Jesus Christ
openly and without reservation. I inferred
from your article that you were less than
pleased that the founding fathers of this
country had Masonic affiliations; however,
from my reading of U.S. history, they seem
to have done a good job in building this
country into the powerful nation it is, with
the right to worship as one sees fit and to
speak freely about their beliefs—which
you exercised in your article. That does not
mean, however, that I agree with the politics
that all of them practiced. GJ (email)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It is a great blessing to have received
your most recent newsletter....Wow! God
is using you all in such a mighty way for
He knows this is a necessity concerning
these end times. Jesus has kept me afloat by
His grace and mercy for 11 years of being
incarcerated. Much of that grace and mercy
has been provided by Him through 7BC. 1
praise God and I thank Him for all of you
there. Don’t give up my friends! Know that
you are truly making a difference and an
impact on many lives for the real gospel of
Jesus Christ.... CW (NC, prisoner)

Dear Mr. Hunt,

Thank you for your message concerning
psychology and inner healing. A non-
Christian friend recommended your website,
and I’ve been listening to your teachings a
lot since then. I wish I knew all this, when
I was 20 years old. I'm 50 years old now,
and not knowing all of this [caused] me and
my family a lot of pain. I was depressed,
phobic, and suicidal but instead of helping
me biblically, [my counselors] offered me
inner healing—the Agnes Sanford way! I
got memories of my mother trying to abort
me and other weird stuff, but since it was
during prayer...it had to be true and to doubt
that was sin....I got married, was blessed
with two children, but the depression hit
again. My leaders took me to Toronto in
1995, and after that things got worse. I went
to a Christian psychologist,...Nine years of
therapy, sometimes I doubted my memories,
but again—we were doing everything in
prayer. “You have to believe; otherwise
you’ll give satan what he wants.”

Finally [I] broke with therapy and
drugs (prescription drugs, but nevertheless
drugs) and the memories faded, the other
personalities faded, and I knew I had been
suffering from false memory syndrome.
Long story!...The [reaction] I get the most
often is: “It’s impossible! God doesn’t give
a stone when we ask for bread. It’s in the
Bible.”...I knew I was honest and really
wanted to serve the Lord and they (the
therapists) said I couldn’t receive a stone,
so all my memories were in fact “bread.”
[Now] I know the answer, we never really
asked God. We were misled, we didn’t
understand how this works, how occult it is.
But I was really trying to obey God. I really
wanted to follow Jesus. But it backfired.
Thank you for listening and for keeping the
subject alive. SK (Netherlands)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I found your book, The Seduction of
Christianity, in a thrift store and started
to read it almost immediately. I believe
that everybody who calls him/herself a
Christian should read this book! Because
the edition of the book is from 1986 there
was no website on it, but, thank God, I
found it on the internet....I certainly want
to use the information from this book
to warn other believers! I want to thank
Brothers Dave Hunt & T. A. McMahon
for the intense studies they have done, and
for sharing it with us/me! More than ever
before we need discernment through the
Holy Spirit to recognize what is going on!
With great interest I will read your articles
and newsletters! God bless you and your
ministry! MD (email)

== TBC Notes

Announcing TBC'’s
2012 Confterence

Once again, by God’s grace,
we had a terrific conference here in
beautiful Bend, Oregon. The mes-
sages, presented in an atmosphere
of wonderful fellowship and great
encouragement, were tremendously
edifying.

Therefore, the Lord willing, we
plan to do it again next year and have
already reserved the Riverhouse
Convention Center for Friday and
Saturday, August 10-11. Our hope
and prayer is that many of you will
be able to join us.

T A. McMaHON

EXEcUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Crucial Theology ror Critical Times

Millennial Eschatology
by Ron Merryman

(Excerpts)

THE ECONOMIC APOCALYPSE in 2008 that collapsed banking
systems and markets worldwide also prompted Americans to elect
an administration that instituted a New Era of centralized power
and big government. After the election, the headline on Newsweek’s
front cover (Feb. 26, 2009) read in 72-point Roman bold, WE ARE
ALL SOCIALISTS NOW: The Perils & Promises of the New Era
of Big Government!

Western Civilization is moving toward a new world order.
Samuel P. Huntington, famous Harvard scholar with a remarkable
grasp of contemporary global politics, wrote a classic on the subject

in 1996 titled The Clash of Civilizations & the Remaking of World
Order. What secularists like Huntington fail to recognize is that all
such movements are simply preludes to the one world government
of the Antichrist predicted in God’s Word. But there is also a final
World Order prophesied in God’s Word. It is that which triumphs
over the pseudo-kingdom promises of the Antichrist: indeed, it is
the triumphant Mediatorial-Millennial Kingdom of our Lord, and
is the subject of this book.

It is time for Christians to wake up to biblical eschatology!
Christ’s Kingdom has too long been spiritualized and/or ignored. The
church has too long ignored or spiritualized the
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Dave HuNnT CLASSIC

THE LATE GREAT RAPTURE THEORY?

— BY DAVE HUNT * EXCERPTED FROM WHATEVER HAPPENED TO HEAVEN? —

IT IS AN UNDERSTATEMENT to say that the winds of change
are blowing at gale force through the hallowed halls of tradition.
Scientific discovery is advancing in quantum leaps, computer
technology is literally exploding, and...communications networks
are bringing this rapidly expanding knowledge to the world with
lightning speed. The inevitable result is a revolution in every field
from physics to medicine and from economics to politics. That
we currently face dramatic and accelerating worldwide change
beyond present comprehension is sensed by almost every person
who gives any heed to the contemporary scene. Nor is it possible
to seriously doubt the connection between the quickening pace
of high-tech’s sensuous, self-centered living, and plummeting
public morals.

Needless to say, the church has not remained untouched by
these currents of upheaval and transformation. Influenced by
the world as never before through the subtleties and persuasive
power of modern media, Christians are being adversely affected
in numerous and deceptive ways. The faith of many, particularly
the youth, is being devastated by the challenge of “scientific” or
“progressive” ideas which also undermine biblical standards of
morality....

[As one symptom of “changing hope”] there are many Chris-
tians today (and their number is growing rapidly) who view the
hope of an imminent rapture as the negative product of a defeat-
ist theology. They sincerely believe that the expectation of being
taken home to heaven at any moment undermines the “victory”
they are convinced could be won by the church if Christians
would only catch the vision of taking over the world and would
unite to fulfill it.

On the contrary, there is a much more exciting and worth-
while hope for those who believe in the rapture. We will return
with Christ from heaven in transformed bodies to reign over this
earth with Him. That hope involves a truly new world order far
superior to anything we could establish in these mortal bodies
and without His physical presence on earth. Such a vision of the
future helps us to realize that we are not part of this old world
order and to make a clear break with it even now.

The ground is being laid for a major confrontation between
those who long to leave this earth for heaven in the rapture, and
others equally sincere who believe it is the Christian’s duty to
establish the kingdom upon this earth and that only when this has
been accomplished by the church in His absence will our Lord
at last return....

Of course, there have always been diverse views of the Second
Coming. The amillennial position, generally held by Lutherans,
Presbyterians, and Catholics (among others), sees history mov-
ing on for many thousands of years with Christ finally winding
things up at some indefinite time in the future and with prophecy
having little if anything to say that would give us any hint of tim-
ing or events along the way. Similarly, the postmillennial view
suggests that we are already in the millennium (which is not a
literal thousand years but could be hundreds of thousands), that
the church is gradually taking over the world and will eventually

establish the kingdom in Christ’s absence, after which He will
return for the final judgment. While there is a general belief in
the rapture, postmillennialism puts that event so far in the future
that it has no practical motivating effect in one’s life.

In the early 1970s the rapture was the most-talked-about topic
in the church. Lindsey had captured the attention and imagina-
tion of his generation. Pastors preached about heaven and Chris-
tians eagerly anticipated being caught up at any moment to meet
their Lord in the air. Even the secular world became familiar with
the concept. There were movies, such as The Omen, about the
end times. Radio and television mentioned the Second Coming
frequently, and cartoons and bumper stickers also took up the
theme. One of the latter solemnly warned: “I’m leaving in the
rapture, ride at your own risk!”

All of that has changed. The bumper stickers have worn off,
the movies have lost their appeal, and the sermons have gone on
to currently popular themes. The subtitle of a recent article in
Moody reflects present sentiment: “Hal Lindsey was premature.
The earth is great, but it’s too early to call it late.”

Most Christians no longer know what they believe about proph-
ecy and now realize that their previously held opinions must be
given an honest and careful review. Many who were once excited
about the prospects of being caught up to heaven at any moment
have become confused and disillusioned by the apparent failure of
a generally accepted biblical interpretation they once relied upon.
Those who believed in the rapture because it was popular are, of
course, abandoning it now that it has become unpopular. They
never had a good reason for what they believed based upon their
own carefully weighed convictions. It is sad that so few Christians
know the Bible for themselves....

The church is now ripe for the developing views of history
and prophecy that either downplay or eliminate the rapture and
put the emphasis upon “Christianizing” (in contrast to “convert-
ing”) the world. A new genre of books espousing the idea that
“victory in Christ” means a Christian takeover of this world is
coming off the presses and selling well. Such ideas are being
successfully taken into mainstream evangelical churches by
[groups] denigrating...the rapture.”

Today, the once-bright hope of the church being taken home
to heaven by Christ at any moment has become the butt of crude
jokes and a common subject of ridicule or scorn even among many
Christians. The initial ad for the Reconstructionist Biblical Blue-
prints book series derisively called the rapture “God’s helicopter
escape.” Earl Paulk, founding pastor of the 10,000-member Cha-
pel Hill Harvester Church near Atlanta, and a popular Christian
television teacher, calls the rapture “The Great Escape Theory.”

Being taken to heaven in the rapture has been to a large extent
replaced by the rapidly growing new hope that the church is des-
tined to take over the world and establish the kingdom of God.
The focus has turned from winning souls for citizenship in heaven
to political and social action aimed at cleaning up society. Scarce-
ly a sermon is being preached about the world to come. Attention
is focused instead upon achieving success in this one. If we have
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a big enough march on Washington and vote in enough of our
candidates, then we can make this world a beautiful, safe, moral,
and satisfying “Christian” place for our grandchildren. This is a
very enticing scenario. George Grant’s appeal sounds logical and
extremely persuasive:

I became very disenchanted over time with the pessimistic
mentality that the purpose of world history is to back the
church into the corner and finally at the last second, right be-
fore the moment of absolute destruction, God snatches us into
the heavenly realms and says: “Well, you lost the world, you
lost your culture, you lost your children, you lost the schools,
you lost all the unborn babies, you lost South Africa, you lost
everything. Well done, my good and faithful servants.” I just
couldn’t buy that. Reconstructionists say that’s not the only
view on how the church is to operate in the world.

The expectancy of the Lord’s soon return which was so evident
in the 1970s...has all but vanished from the church.... There has
developed a surprising and growing antagonism against eagerly
watching and waiting for Christ’s return, which surely was the
attitude of the early church. The pendulum is swinging to an out-
right rejection of not only the pretrib but also the premillennium
rapture....

The trend...has accelerated. We could cite the current struggle
going on in the Southern Baptist Church as one example. It is the
largest Protestant denomination, but is presently losing members
at a surprising and growing rate to independent churches that
deny the rapture, deny any place for national Israel in prophecy,
and believe that an elite group of “overcomers” will soon mani-
fest immortality in their bodies without the resurrection or the
Second Coming, and take over the world for Christ. Only then
will Christ return. Not to take His bride home to heaven as the
Bible clearly teaches, however, but to reign over the kingdom
that has been established by her for Him here on this earth. One
of the leaders in this movement writes:

“You can study books about going to heaven in a so-called
‘rapture’ if that turns you on. We want to study the Bible to learn
to live and to love and to bring heaven to earth.”

Is this issue even worth discussing? After all, what does it mat-
ter when Christ comes or when or how the kingdom is established?
Is eschatological debate of any significance? A partial answer
would lie in the fact that “last days” prophecy is a subject that
takes up about one-fourth of the Bible. How could we dare to sug-
gest that the Holy Spirit would give such importance to something
which, in the final analysis, really doesn’t matter? Based only upon
the amount of attention given to it in the Bible, when and how and
why Christ returns must be of great importance both to God and to
us. We need to seek to understand why.

One reason for the significance of this issue should be quite
obvious. Paul tells us that Christ is going to catch His bride away
from this earth to meet Him in the air—“and so shall we ever be
with the Lord” (1 Thess 4:17). Consequently, those who expect
to meet Christ with their feet still planted on earth—a “Christ”
who has arrived to take over the kingdom they have established
in His name—will have been badly deceived. In fact, they could
have been working to build the earthly kingdom for the Anti-
christ. Yet this teaching that we must take over the world and set
up the kingdom for Christ has become the fastest-growing move-
ment within the church today.

One of the key doctrines of this movement is the claim that the
church is now Israel, heir to all of her promises, and that national

Israel has been cut off from God and has no further place in the
prophetic scheme. This new focus on an earthly inheritance for
the church has further turned the hope of being taken to heaven
in the rapture into an object of ridicule. It has also produced a
drastic change in attitude and a serious reduction in the evangeli-
cal church’s traditional support of Israel, an about-face which is
being viewed with alarm by that tiny nation....

Speaking at Edmond near Oklahoma City on April 11,1988,
Rick Godwin, a long-time associate of James Robison and popu-
lar speaker on Christian media, delivered the type of anti-Israel
rhetoric that is becoming so typical in charismatic circles: “They
[national Israel] are not chosen, they are cursed! They are not
blessed, they are cursed!... The church—that’s the Israel of God,
not that garlic one over on the Mediterranean Sea!” Earl Paulk’s
criticism of national Israel and those who look favorably upon
her includes the ultimate accusation:

The hour has come for us to know...that the spirit of the
antichrist is now at work in the world...[through] so-called Holy
Spirit-filled teachers who say, “If you bless national Israel, God
will bless you.” Not only is this blatantly deceptive, it is not part
of the new covenant at all!

Currents of change are sweeping through the world and the
church. In the crucial days ahead, the evangelical church could
well suffer a division over the rapture and the related issue of
Israel comparable to that experienced by the Catholic Church as
a result of the Reformation in the 1500s. Nor would it be surpris-
ing if, in the cause of “unity,” the larger faction in Protestant-
ism moved much closer to ecumenical union with Catholicism,
which has been traditionally antisemitic and discarded the rap-
ture about 1600 years ago. Some of the reasons why this could
happen, and the likely consequences, should become clear in the
following pages.... [See resource pages for details.]

We must beware that in our zeal to “change the world for
Christ” we do not become so wedded to an ongoing earthly pro-
cess stretching into the indeterminate future that we lose our
vision of heaven. We cannot be truly faithful to the totality of
what Scripture says unless we are sufficiently disengaged from
this world to be ready to leave it behind at a moment’s notice.

There is cause to be concerned that...kingdom/dominion advo-
cates could be fostering a false conception of our earthly minis-
try —a conception which we must guard against lest we subtly fall
into...[the] mistaken notion that mortal man can accomplish what
only immortal Man, our risen Lord, and we as immortal resurrect-
ed beings with Him, can perform. We dare not settle for anything
less than the fullness of what Christ has promised! The glory that
He offers is light-years beyond the...agenda of Christianizing and
taking over this present world in these bodies of weakness and
corruption....

The joy and glory He has planned and in which He desires
that we participate—and the prospect of being caught up at any
moment to see this hope realized—are more than enough to
excite and inspire and motivate us to victorious living and wit-
nessing.... We dare not, however, in the name of unity and the
avoidance of controversy, abandon the hope given to us in [the]
Scriptures (See 1 Cor 15:51-53, 1 Thes 4:16-18).

After more than 20 years, this “Dave Hunt Classic”
is increasingly relevant—and now back in print!
Call to order: 1-800-937-6638.

‘,‘ SEE PAGE 2 FOR MORE DETAILS.
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IS YOUR ESCHATOLOGY SHOWING?
I. A.’s exhortation from the TBC 2011 Conference

Is Your Eschatology Showing?

1 1 McMahon—In this timely talk from our 2011
TR COMFERENCE
L

Summer Bible Conference, TBC Executive
Director T. A. McMahon examines the rise and
fall—and “resurrection”—of the anti-rapture
doctrines, movements, and organizations im-
pacting the church today. Presently, Amillenni-
alism is the most common eschatological belief
among professing Christians. In the last quarter-
century, Amillennialism has spawned Christian
Reconstructionism/Theonomy, a latter-day at-
tempt similar to Calvin’s failed experiment to
set up the “City of God” in Geneva. The goal
today, however, is far more ambitious as it seeks
to take dominion over the world. In “Is Your Eschatology Showing?”
Tom reminds us that if it isn’t, it should be. Viewers will gain understand-
ing of the present apostasy in the church today, as well as renewed appre-
ciation for the promises of Scripture. The Berean Call, 50 min.

DVD217 1 disc — retail $12.99 wt.2 $12.50

NEW! MILLENNIAL ESCHATOLOGY

An introduction to “Last Things” in the Bible

Millennial Eschatology:
The Triumphant Kingdom of Messiah

s Merryman—This introduction to “Last
Things” in the Bible examines and resolves
the issues of O.T. Eschatology as it relates
to N.T. Eschatology; excellent graphs and

| illustrations throughout. Ron Merryman

Publications.

B42540

|

el il ol il il el el el el il

,[

wt 1.1

$19.00

Bl k
BN A PN

BAET LY
Ly

sl Mg b by

-
-
B - :

L 1R ]

]

When Will Jesus Come? - FREE™

Hunt—The Rapture is next on the prophetic calendar and
could occur at any moment. Will you be ready? The final
return will be Jesus’ triumphant entrance into Jerusalem.
Then, as prophesied, He will rescue the Jewish people at
Armageddon. When Will Jesus Come? encourages you
to be ready for Christ’s imminent return. Harvest House,
251 pp.

B03137

wt.8 $13.00

When Will Jesus Come? - Audiobook

Hunt—Originally published in 1993 as, How Close Are
We?, and released in 2003, six chapters shorter and with
the title, When Will Jesus Come?, TBC’s new audio
version of Dave Hunt’s work includes the complete
and unabridged 1993 text. Read by TBC staff member,
Sally Oppliger. The Berean Call, 11 hrs.

CD152 10 CDs
MP3152 1 MP3

wt.9 $35.00
wt.2 $17.50

When Will Jesus Come?
(radio discussion on (D and MP3)

Hunt/McMahon—IJesus has promised to return for

His bride, the church. But when will that be? In this

chapter-by-chapter review of Dave Hunt’s bestselling
book When Will Jesus Come?, Dave and T. A. take us
on a radio journey through the Old and New Testaments.
In this fascinating look at Bible prophecy, the focus is on Christ’s powerful
words, “I will come again.” The Berean Call, 14 hrs.

CcD128 12CD  wt1.2
MP3128 1MP3CD wt .2

$48.00
$24.00

*Purchase a When Will Jesus Come? audiobook - and
get a FREE hardcopy of the book! Please request or add
to your order the FREE paperback.

LOOKING FORWARD TO ETERNITY WITH THE LORD

Heaven Awaits

Moody—D. L. Moody has given us much food for
thought in this short but blessed contemplation of
heaven, bringing out a handful of Scriptures that give
us a look into that glorious place—the home of all
the redeemed. Whitaker House, 160 pp.

B00364 wt.2 $6.00

Apostasy and the Rapture

Hunt—Dave Hunt encourages the listener
to a greater discernment of the times and an
expectation of the Lord’s imminent return for His
saints. TBC, 2 CDs, 116 min.

CD029

wt.2 $10.00

The Pre-trib Rapture:
Is It in the Olivet Discourse?

Hunt—An address by Dave at the seventh annual

Pretrib Study Group in Dallas in December 1998.
The talk is followed by a lively Q& A that presents arguments on all
sides of this controversial Christian doctrine. TBC, 1 CD, 73 min.

CD062 wt.1 $5.00
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NEW! WIDE IS THE GATE DOCUMENTARY ON THE EMERGING CHURCH

Wide Is the Gate - The Emerging New Christianity

Caryl Productions—Video journalist, Caryl Matrisciana, author of
Out of India, interviews friends, well-known authors, and experts in
a bold and challenging new DVD. Caryl examines the intrusion of
the 60’s and 70’s New Age Movement, steeped in its pagan eastern
mysticism, and traces its morphing over the last four decades—
from its repackaging as the “self help” psychology and wholistic
health movements of the 80s, to its seeker friendly, megachurch
appearance in the 90s, to its coming out in the 21st century as “the
new spirituality.” Today’s new brand of Christianity has a different
gospel and is targeting the younger generation with a so-called hip,
cool, experiential spirituality, much of which is embracing the mysticism
of Roman Catholicism with its ecumenical philosophy of uniting people from all faiths to
work together to bring about a new world of peace and harmony. The dangerous result of this
new spirituality in the church is the rise of today’s “Christianized” occultism. It is stretching
its tentacles around the souls of unsuspecting youth, setting them up for the lie that subjective
emotions of “power” and “experience” are “feelings” to be held higher than an objective walk in
the Christian faith, based on truth found in the pure Word of God. Learn what Scripture teaches
about the times we live in, the ways in which Christians are being seduced away from Biblical
Truth, and the methods used by the New Spirituality to usher in the counterfeit kingdom of God
on earth. Run Time: 5 parts, 40 minutes each. 1 DVD.

DVD309

retail $39.95 wt.2 $35.00

Out of India

Matrisciana—Born and raised
in India, Caryl Matrisciana
saw firsthand the effects that
Hinduism had on the people
of that nation. This same
spirituality has entered not

Yoga Uncoiled

Caryl Productions—If you
think that yoga is simply a
method of stretching and
breathing and therefore an

acceptable form of exercise,

this video may shock you. This

The Emerging
Apostasy
- 50% OFF*

Hunt/McMahon—
In this 24-session
= series from Search

The Scriptures Daily
Radio, Dave and Tom discuss the “pros
and cons” along with the “ins and outs” of
the latest movement to take the evangelical
church by storm, popularly known as the
Emerging Church. The Berean Call, 9 Hrs.

MP3136 1 MP3Disc wt.1 $14.00
CD136 7 Discs wt.7 $28.00

*With purchase of Wide Is the Gate DVD
get The Emerging Apostasy 50% off — just
$7.00 for the MP3 or $14.00 for the CD!

Harry Potter:
Witchcraft Repackaged

Caryl Productions—
Discover firsthand how
the desensitization toward
dangerous occultic and pagan

practices continues to grow as a result of the
Harry Potter phenomenon. 80 min.

DVDO052 wt.3 $18.00

only the Western world but the
church as well. Caryl Productions, 246 pp.

B01530 wt.9  $12.50

documentary is a fascinating and helpful tool
in building discernment. 80 min.

DVD158 wt.3  $20.00

MORE DISCERNMENT RESOURCES ADDRESSING “NEW SPIRITUALITY" IN THE CHURCH

New Evangelicalism: The New World Order

Paul Smith—How is the Emergent Church’s push for
globalization harmonizing with the New World Order
in these prophetic last days? Addressing this question
with riveting case studies coupled with staggering
and sobering documentation, the author unfolds the
shocking progression of ideas that was birthed in a nest
of aberrant church beliefs. The Word for Today, 215 pp.

B19779 $10.00

The Other Side of the River

Reeves—In a day and age when church-growth
techniques mixed with mystical practices are leaving a
wreckage of human lives littered with the debris of false
doctrine, Kevin Reeve’s determination to rescue his
family comes to the forefront, even though the cost is
high and it means that he must stand alone. Lighthouse
Trails Publishing, 232 pp.

B03150

wt.5

wt.8  $12.00

A “Wonderful” Deception

Warren Smith—This book explains how all the puzzle
pieces are in place for the “strong delusion” described
in 2 Thessalonians. A “Wonderful” Deception pierces
right into the heart of this deception while preparing
believers in Jesus Christ to effectively stand against it.
Lighthouse Trails Publishing, 232 pp.

B88102 wt.8 SALE $12.50

False Christ Coming - Does Anybody Care?

Warren Smith—False Christ Coming is a wake-up
call to a church that remains strangely silent and
in deep denial about the very deception that Jesus
warned would come in His name (Matthew 24:3-
5). Read this book and then warn your friends and
family (2 Corinthians 2:11). False Christ Coming
- Does Anybody Care? was originally published in

2002 under the title Reinventing Jesus Christ. Lighthouse Trails
Publishing, 160 pp.

B49228

wt.6  $13.50
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STOP COUNSELING! START MINISTERING?! BECOME CHRIST-CENTERED

sToP.
Connseling!
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Stop Counseling! Start Ministering!

M&D Bobgan—Stop Counseling! Start
Ministering! tells why Christians should
be opposed to counseling and literally Stop
Counseling! and Start Ministering! Reasons
are revealed why counseling, because it is
problem-centered, inevitably involves sin-
ful conversations. Central to ministering is
helping individuals in need to overcome their
fixation on their problems and encouraging
them to become Christ-centered on a daily
basis. This book provides ways of equipping

those in need with the truths of Scripture and encouraging them to live
the daily life in a way that will be honoring to the Lord and benefi-

School of
Theology 2008

= o
The Berean Call—
The Berean Call is
B ] pleased to present

this 2-disc series
of four talks given
by Dr. Martin Bob-
gan at the 33rd annual School of The-
ology at the Metropolitan Tabernacle
in London. Topics include: Psycho-
therapy Discredited, Against Biblical
Counseling: For the Bible!, The Bibli-
cal Care of Souls, and more! 171 min.

Psychological
Seduction

The Berean Call—
Describes the psy-
chological mind-
set, tracing the his-
tory of the “cure
of minds” as it
replaced the cure of souls. Martin
and Deidre Bobgan discuss the dra-
matic shift of faith away from God
and His Word to man and his meth-
ods, and see the extent of psycholo-
gy’s popularity in both society and

cial for meeting life’s problems without sinfully talking about them.
B17229 wt1.0 $17.50

SET83  Stop Counseling! Start Ministering!, School of Theology 2008, and Psychological Seduction — SAVE $10 ON THE SET!

Your Drug May Be Your Problem

Breggin/Cohen—Sadly, even well-informed people too often
put their faith in psychiatry and psychiatric research. It is the
same as putting one’s faith in a drug company. If you need
- iI . specific advice about how to stop taking one or more psy-
faiiaides chiatric drugs, this is the book to read. Covers all psychiat-
et U oric drugs, including: Prozac, Effexor, Zoloft, Paxil, Luvox,
Elavil, Pamelor, Xanax, Valium, Klonopin, Ativan, Dalmane,
Lithium, Depakote, Haldol, Risperdal, Navane, Clozaril, Zyprexa, Ritalin,
Dexedrine and Adderall. DaCapo Press, 288 pp.

B00083

wt.9 $16.00

] Hypnosis: Medical, Scientific, or Occultic

HYPNOSIS M&D Bobgan—TIt is obvious that hypnosis is lethal if used for

gy evil purposes. However, we contend that hypnosis is poten-
tially lethal for whatever purposes it is used. The moment one
surrenders oneself to the doorway of the occult, even in the
halls of science and medicine, he is vulnerable to the pow-
ers of darkness. Eastgate Publishers, 132 pp.

B00186 wt.5 $9.00

The Biblical View of Self-Esteem

Adams—Who am 1? Why am [ here? Where am I going?
Familiar questions in our day and age. But has our search
for answers led us too far in the wrong direction: away from
our true position in Christ and toward a dangerous emphasis
on self? Harvest House Publishers, 143 pp.

B05534 wt.5 $8.00

PsychoBabble

Ganz—PsychoBabble explains the dichotomy between sec-
ular and biblical counseling and shows the danger of incor-
porating secular techniques unto a Christian approach. This
book will arm believers looking for scriptural answers to
the hurts of a broken world. Crossway Publishers, 173 pp.

B07340 wt.5 $15.00

o WA

DVD178

the church. 160 min.
DVD160

wt.2 $17.50
wt.2 $15.00

wt.? $40.00

Casting all your care upon him;
for he careth for pou. — 1 Peter 57

Release the Power of Prayer

Miiller—George Miiller was the worst of

sinners—a thief and a liar. But after turn-

ing to Christ, he provided for over 10,000

orphans—without ever asking anyone but
| God to supply his needs! He testified that he

knew of at least 50,000 specific answers to
his prayers. Here are his reports of a few of the most spec-
tacular ones. Whitaker House, 142 pp.

B87950 wt.6  $7.00

Prayer Guide

Murray—A companion to Prayer Power.
This guide contains keen scriptural insights
to maximize your prayer life. You may be
weak, but your prayers can move moun-
tains! Learn to let the Holy Spirit move
through you as you earnestly intercede for
others. Whitaker House, 78 pp.

B07100 wt.1  $5.00

The Master's Indwelling

Murray—Has Jesus swept and cleared
out every cobweb in your life? Or are you
tightly gripping the broom yourself? He’s
invited us to taste the truly Christ-filled life.

| You’re already in Christ; now let Him be in
you. Whitaker House, 222 pp.

B88433 wt.6 $11.00
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GOD OF WONDERS WINTER GREETING CARDS — WITH DVD INSIDE!

@ INTER ISAROUND THE CORNER, and its time for spending extra time with loved ones!

These beautiful greeting cards not only praise our Creator in picture and verse but also double

as an affordable and meaningful gift for friends and family. The cards, printed on glossy card
stock, feature an inspiring winter scene and passage from Psalm 147:16-18. Packaged inside is
the breathtaking DVD God of Wonders, along with space for writing a personalized message.
Envelopes are included for your mailing convenience (requires extra postage). To preview the
God of Wonders DVD visit: www.thebereancall.org/product/dvd036

Each 5x7 high-quality greeting card includes a fulllength DVD program (retail $20.00) with your option of
ordering the English only program [CARDO1] or the multilingual DVD program [CARDO3]! These special cards
are wholesale priced “by design” — Minimum orders of five with even greater discounts when purchasing 10,
25, or 50! (Sorry, no returns on this item, regardless of quantity. Cards are not sold individually and are not packaged for resale.)

ENGLISH ONLY DVD CARDS - CARDOT  $6 cach — min. order of S MULTILINGUAL DVD CARDS - CARDO3 © $8 each — min. order of S

Gardswith ENGLISH ONLY DVD program,\ C)ards with  MULTILINGUAL DVD program Spanish, Swahili, Tagalog, Thai, Turkish, anD
When ordering use item # CARDO1: (Dubbed languages include - English, Arabic, Vietnamese. When ordering use item # Card03:

. Farsi, French, Hindi, Mandarin, Punjabi, Spanish. .
5 DVD Greeting Cards  for  $30 Sublitied languages include. English, chnese > DUD Greefing Cards  for  S40

10 DVD Greefing Cards ~ for S50 (Simplified), Chinese (Tradltional), Danish, Dutch, 10 DVD Greeting Cards ~ for ~ S60
25 DVD Greeﬁng Cards fbr 5100 German, Gujarati, Hebrew, Indonesian, Japanese, 25 DVD Greeﬁng Cards for 5125

K5() DVD Greeting Cards for S]SOJ KKorean, Polish, Romanian, Russian, Serbian, Slovak, 50 DVD Greeting Cards for SQOOJ
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